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1. INTRODUCTION
Throughout history, science fiction 
has been a fertile ground for human 
imagination to imagine possible futures 
through celestial bodies, spacecraft and 
alien societies. In this tradition Mars 
holds a special place as a limit to human 
advancement. Mars, with its distance, 
and the apparent absence of life, is 
portrayed as a bleak and inhospitable 
planet, something that is echoed in stories 
of colonisation because it opens the 
possibility of imagining a new beginning 
for civilisation.

But the seeming barrenness of Mars 
presents a fundamental ethical dilemma 
that is deeply gendered. Is it our natural 
right to alter a heavenly body merely 

because it is uninhabited?  The question 
lies at the heart of the political debate 
about terraforming. While terraforming 
is usually portrayed as a neutral 
technological process to make Mars 
habitable, feminist political ecology posits 
that planetary modification is inextricably 
tied to political power and patriarchal 
control (Merchant 5).

This study addresses this strand with Ray 
Bradbury’s The Martian Chronicles (1950) 
and Kim Stanley Robinson’s Mars Trilogy 
Red Mars (1993), Green Mars (1994) 
and Blue Mars (1996). These works have 
been discussed in the current academic 
discourse as critical posthumanism and 
eco-economics (Markley 773; Pak 23), but 
this research focuses on environmental 
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justice, particularly in relation to women. It argues 
Mars is a testbed for environmental governance 
where gender disparities follow the colonisers.

The main argument is that colonising Mars would 
duplicate the Earth’s environmental and patriarchal 
problems unless the political structures are re-
imagined. Ecofeminist academic Val Plumwood 
argues that the rationales of colonisation that regard 
nature as the passive feminised Other to be dominated 
are the same rationales that support gender-based 
oppression and ecological destruction (Plumwood 
15).

The core question: Is it possible for us to establish 
a just society on Mars, without replicating the 
environmental, political and gender-based injustices 
of Earth?

2. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES AND QUESTIONS
This research aims to explore Mars as a site of 
ecological and political strife, to scrutinise the 
connection between terraforming and environmental 
equity through a feminist lens, and to assess how 
colonial dynamics and corporate influence affect 
resource allocation and women’s involvement.

The central questions are: How does Martian 
science fiction depict the political implications of 
terraforming for women? Who gets to decide Mars’ 
fate? Who gets the environmental resources and 
reproductive labour? Can terraforming create a true 
utopian society, or will it become a new dystopian 
nightmare for marginalised groups such as women?

3. METHODOLOGY
The study is qualitative, comparative and interpretive. 
Bradbury’s Martian Chronicles and Robinson’s trilogy 
are the major works. The study closely examines the 
sustained representations of ecological destruction, 
imperialism, resource exploitation, corporate control 
and resistance, highlighting the participation, 
marginalisation and roles of women. The theoretical 
frameworks include postcolonial theory, feminist 
political ecology, and environmental justice.

4. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK: FEMINIST 
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
Environmental justice studies the inequitable 

distribution of environmental benefits and harms 
(Bullard 4). A feminist elaboration of this framework, 
suggested by Giovanna Di Chiro, asks: Who has 
access to water? Who is providing the care and social 
reproduction that keeps a community going? How 
are environmental policies decided in the largely 
male scientific and political councils? (Di Chiro 115).

Mars is clearly gendered, as postcolonial feminist 
theory makes evident. The notion of Mars as “virgin,” 
“barren,” or “to be seeded” is part of a long tradition of 
feminising territory to make its colonisation sensible 
(Kolodny 6). The idea of the empty planet operates 
as an ideological device. A desolate terrain is not 
insignificant: it has geological history and intrinsic 
worth, as Biasetti argues in his study of abiotic 
nature (Biasetti 89). Void assertions allow people to 
imagine a new beginning, but Robinson shows that 
the colonisers bring with them terrestrial patriarchy, 
capitalism and colonialism.

Political ecology ties power to ecological conditions. 
Feminist political ecology suggests that environmental 
issues are political, and women experience an 
unequal burden in terms of food, water, and family 
health (Rocheleau et al. 4).

5. WOMEN IN THE MARTIAN CHRONICLES: 
ABSENCE AND OBJECTIFICATION
Bradbury’s _The Martian Chronicles_ criticises 
American imperialism and, at the same time, 
gendered colonisation. In Bradbury’s vision, Mars 
is not the object of an expedition, but of cultural 
destruction. The women in the story are largely 
marginal, acting as symbols of Earth’s nostalgia rather 
than being active agents in the colonisation of Mars.

The female Martian figures, just like Ylla in “Ylla,” are 
portrayed through a male gaze as alluring, telepathic, 
and submissive wives fantasising about Earthmen, 
mirroring Cold War anxieties about gender and 
Otherness (Seed 31).

Women who come later are shown as housewives, 
embodying small-town America: “They had come to 
Mars to duplicate Earth” (Bradbury 88). They bring 
in drapes and stoves and gendered roles in the home. 
Consequently, the colonisation process depicted by 
Bradbury is twofold in its devastation: it obliterates 
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Martian culture while simultaneously imposing 
conventional gender roles onto an alien world, 
thereby precluding the emergence of an alternative 
social structure.

6. RED MARS: THE POLITICS OF 
TERRAFORMING AND THE MASCULINIST 
FRONTIER
Terraforming is a major political struggle in Red 
Mars between the Reds who want to preserve and the 
Greens who want to modify. This conversation raises 
the question of who owns Mars, who has the right to 
decide what will happen to the planet. However, the 
power structure is mainly made up of males.

The first administration of Mars, which includes the 
UN Office for Martian Affairs and multinational 
corporations Praxis and Subarashii, is headed by 
males: John Boone, Frank Chalmers and Sax Russell. 
There are women scientists - like Maya Toitovna and 
Ann Clayborne - but their competence is always 
under scrutiny. Ann, the leading Red and geologist, 
who argues that Mars has an intrinsic value that 
cannot be exploited by humans, is portrayed as 
emotional and irrational a classic gendered dismissal 
of environmental ethics (Robinson, _Red Mars_ 144). 
Her stand for the ecology is crucial for ecological 
equity, but it is spurned by the male-led push for 
progress.
 
One form of patriarchal control is control over 
resources, particularly water. Water is crucial 
for life on Mars and its distribution is key to 
colonisation, farming and government. According 
to Vandana Shiva, the control of water within the 
earthly framework by corporate capitalism tends to 
marginalise women, who are the primary managers 
of water in the domestic sphere (Shiva 24). Robinson 
exacerbates this disharmony on Mars, spelling out 
the political components of ecological systems.

7. GREEN AND BLUE MARS: SOCIAL 
REPRODUCTION, RESISTANCE, AND 
MARTIAN IDENTITY
Green Mars and Blue Mars show that ecological 
change does not guarantee social equity. A planet that 
is ecologically sustainable can still have inequalities 
of wealth, corporate power, and social stratification. 
The distinction matters for feminist critique.

The trilogy foregrounds the collective agency of 
women more. Women’s labour scientific, medical, 
agricultural, and caring labours sustains the hidden 
community that exists in the underground world, the 
resistance against the metanational corporations, and 
the coming revolution. Maya’s political bargaining, 
Nadia Cherneshevsky’s engineering skills, and the 
Coyote’s smuggling network of many women show 
that survival depends on what feminist economists 
call social reproduction.

Environmental equity and intergenerational 
accountability are central concerns in the 
development of a Martian political identity and the 
struggle for autonomy in _Blue Mars_. There is a 
gendered aspect to the question “What right have the 
first generation to determine the conditions under 
which the next generation is to live?” (Robinson, _
Blue Mars_ 612). Decisions about terraforming affect 
the reproductive capacity, parenting approaches, and 
the wellbeing of future Martians. This discussion 
is primarily concerned with women’s bodies and 
reproductive choices, particularly when considering 
low-gravity gestation and the longevity treatments 
that are reshaping Martian culture.

Ultimately, Robinson’s female protagonists deliver 
an alternative vision of utopia – one of guardianship 
rather than subjugation. The ecological architect 
of the hidden biosphere, Hiroko Ai, creates a life 
model that emphasises cooperation over extraction, 
in accordance with Donna Haraway’s notion of 
sympoiesis, or “making-with” (Haraway 58).

8. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
Bradbury and Robinson have very different ideas 
about gender and Mars. Bradbury’s corpus is a 
cautionary tale of a Mars destroyed by a nostalgic, 
patriarchal vision of the American frontier in the 
absence of women in power. Robinson proposes a 
long-term political experiment in which women 
travel from the periphery to the center of Martian 
politics, but not without considerable trouble.

Mars is the Other in Bradbury’s work; Mars becomes 
a community in Robinson’s story. Bradbury expresses 
colonial trepidation; Robinson demonstrates global 
politics where gendered defiance counts. Together 
they show that a spatial utopia finding a new place is 
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not the same thing as a social utopia creating a more 
equitable society (Sargisson98). 

9. CONCLUSION
Science fiction about Mars is not simply about 
whether people can reach another planet. It is deeply 
anxious about what mankind will do when they 
arrive, and about the people who will make up that 
future. The principal argument is that terraforming 
must be read as an ethical, political and gendered 
project.

Maybe one day humans will be able to change 
planetary ecosystems but being able to do something 
technologically doesn’t make you morally superior. 
The question “Who will make the determination? 
Who Gets the Benefits? Who will take the work on? 
What will be lost? Turn Mars from a scientific object 
into a feminist political space.

Bradbury warns against the rampant growth that 
marginalises women and native Martians. Robinson’s 
trilogy expands the dialogue, imagining a Martian 
civilisation where ecological change and opposition 
are mutually inclusive. The research suggests that 
a truly utopian society on Mars would need not 
only breathable air and water, but also equitable 
distribution of resources, democratic participation 
that includes women in scientific and political 
decision-making processes, and the recognition of 
caregiving and reproductive labour as essential for 
sustainability.

The most important lesson is that the birth of a new 
planet does not mean the birth of a new human race. If 
humans import their historical systems of oppression 
colonialism, capitalism, and patriarchy to Mars, the 
new planet will reproduce Earth’s current injustices. 
If Mars is a platform for extrapolating lessons from 
Earth’s ecological and feminist failures, it could 
also be an opportunity to imagine an alternative 
future in which environmental justice is inextricably 
intertwined with gender justice.
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