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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the short story as an influential literary form for social critique. Through brevity, symbolism, irony, and
focused characterization, short stories expose social inequalities, challenge dominant ideologies, and encourage critical reflection.
The study explores how writers use the genre to address issues such as class, gender, race, colonialism, poverty, and cultural
transformation.
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THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES

Literature has long been understood as a medium through
which societies reflect upon themselves. Marxist, feminist,
postcolonial, and cultural theories provide useful frameworks
for understanding how short stories function as instruments of
social critique.
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CASE STUDIES IN SOCIAL CRITIQUE
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READER ENGAGEMENT
REFLECTION

The short story’s compressed form encourages active reader
participation and ethical reflection. Readers often confront
unresolved tensions and moral questions.
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